The present studies revealed different factors associated with the reported advantages found in fully bilingual children for metalinguistic awareness and executive control. Participants were 100 children in Study 1 and 80 children in Study 2 in the process of becoming bilingual by attending immersion programs. In both studies, level of proficiency in the language of testing was related to performance on metalinguistic tasks and length of time in the immersion program was related to performance on executive control tasks. This dissociation is consistent with models of lifespan development that distinguish between representational structure and executive control.
Introduction
Children who are raised with two languages show advantages over monolingual peers in two domainsmetalinguistic awareness (Ben-Zeev, 1977; Cummins, 1978; Galambos & Goldin-Meadow, 1990; Galambos & Hakuta, 1988; Ricciardelli, 1992) and nonverbal executive control (Bialystok & Martin, 2004; Bialystok & Viswanathan, 2009; Carlson & Meltzoff, 2008; Mezzacappa, 2004; Yang, Yang, & Lust, 2011) . The children in these studies have typically been bilingual from birth, so this research has been unable to determine the point at which developmental patterns diverge for monolingual and bilingual children or which features of the bilingual experience are responsible for the reported effects. The outcomes may depend on the achievement of adequate linguistic proficiency or a particular duration for bilingual experience, factors that would lead to different interpretations of the mechanism by which bilingualism affects cognition. In fully bilingual children, these factors are confounded. Here, we examine children who are in the process of becoming bilingual to evaluate these factors separately.
Not all children have the opportunity to learn two languages from home. In immersion education, school instruction takes place in a language different from that normally used in the home, creating a controlled setting in which to study the emergence of bilingualism. These programs develop skill in a second language with no cost to the child's first language (Genesee, 1987) . Hence, we assessed children in two different immersion programs in Canada for their development of metalinguistic awareness and executive control to determine the features of the bilingual experience that contribute to performance in each domain as children become bilingual.
Study 1
The children attended a school in which Hebrew is the language of instruction. Children varied in home language background, language proficiency, and length of time spent in this immersion environment.
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